Anesthesia for kidney transplant surgery.
Organ viability associated with renal transplantation is a product of the managing of the donor patient, the allograft, and the recipient patient. Short- and long-term outcome is influenced by perioperative fluid and drug treatment, and the function and viability of the transplanted kidney seem to be optimized if graft perfusion is maximized through mild hypervolemia. At the same time, careful balancing of intraoperative fluids is necessary against cardiovascular problems frequently encountered in patients with uremia. Close intraoperative monitoring, optimization of intravascular fluid volume status to maximize kidney perfusion, and prompt correction of electrolyte disturbances (especially potassium) are key to short- and long-term success of renal transplants.